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Abstract

This article examines the effectiveness of using interactive pedagogical methods
in economic education of primary school pupils. During the study, interactive
techniques such as brainstorming, clustering, role-playing, and situational tasks
were implemented in classroom lessons to explore their impact on pupils’
economic thinking skills, frugality and responsibility, and overall financial
literacy. The findings show that use of interactive methods significantly increases
students’ engagement during lessons, and helps in fostering independent and
conscious decision-making skills necessary for managing economic resources
and handling real-life financial situations.
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Introduction

In the context of today’s globalization and digital economy, economic knowledge,
financial literacy, and responsible consumer skills are emerging as key
competencies for the younger generation. Global experience demonstrates that
introducing economic education at the primary school level helps students
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develop practical life skills such as frugality, efficient resource use, budget
planning, and responsible decision making.'

Interactive pedagogical methods play a particularly important role in this process.
Such methods actively engage students in the learning process, enabling them to
understand economic phenomena and processes more deeply through real-life
examples. Strategies such as brainstorming, clustering, role-playing, and
situational tasks serve as effective tools for enhancing students’ economic
thinking, critical reasoning, problem-solving abilities, and financial
responsibility. The relevance of this study lies in the need to thoroughly analyze
both the theoretical foundations and practical opportunities for using interactive
methods in economic education.? Furthermore, fostering economic culture from
an early stage 1s considered a crucial factor in improving the quality of education,
developing economic awareness in society, and equipping future generations with
essential life competencies.

Methods:

This study was conducted using a combination of pedagogical observation,
experimental teaching, questionnaires, interviews, and comparative analysis.
Firstly, pedagogical observation was employed to examine how interactive
methods were implemented in primary school lessons and to assess their impact
on student engagement and learning outcomes. Secondly, an experimental
teaching approach was applied: two classes were organized into control and
experimental groups. The experimental group received instruction on economic
education topics using interactive methods, while the control group followed
traditional teaching approaches. *Additionally, questionnaires and interviews
were conducted with both teachers and students to gather insights into their
perceptions, experiences, and the perceived advantages of interactive methods in
economic education. Finally, comparative analysis was carried out to evaluate the
effectiveness of the lessons by comparing students’ knowledge acquisition,
participation levels, and overall engagement between the experimental and
control groups. This multi-method approach allowed for a comprehensive

1 Atkinson, A., Messy, F. Measuring Financial Literacy: Results of the OECD Study. Paris: OECD Publishing, 2022
2 Qurboniyozova, The Role of Interactive Methods in Increasing Student Engagement, 2025
3 Slavin, Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice, 2021
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understanding of the impact of interactive teaching strategies on primary school
students’ economic learning outcomes.

Results:
The findings of the study indicate several significant outcomes regarding the use
of interactive methods in economic education for primary school students.

Firstly, students’ engagement in lessons increased substantially. In classes where
interactive methods were employed, student participation rose by 35-40%. In
particular, strategies such as role-playing and situational tasks had a strong
positive impact on students’ independent thinking and active involvement in the
learning process. Secondly, the level of comprehension of key economic concepts
improved markedly. In the experimental group, the mastery of terms such as
“savings,” “budget,”

29 13

choice,” “expenses,” and “resources” reached 87%,
whereas in the control group it was only 62%. Thirdly, practical skills related to
frugality and responsibility were effectively developed®. Through interactive
exercises, students acquired the ability to plan their pocket money, differentiate
between income and expenses, and evaluate advantages and disadvantages when
making decisions. Finally, teachers evaluated the effectiveness of the methods
highly. According to the survey, 92% of participating teachers confirmed that
interactive methods are the most effective tools for fostering economic education
in primary school students. Overall, these results demonstrate that the
implementation of interactive pedagogical strategies not only enhances students’
knowledge and engagement but also contributes to the development of essential
practical economic skills and responsible decision-making abilities.

Discussion:

The results of this study highlight the significant role of interactive methods in
shaping economic education among primary school students. Specifically,
strategies such as brainstorming promote students’ creative approaches to
economic problems, while role-playing allows them to simulate real-life
scenarios, thereby enhancing financial literacy. The effectiveness of these
methods can be attributed to their ability to actively engage students as

4 Johnson, Teaching Economics in Primary Schools. 2024
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participants in the learning process, transforming them from passive recipients
into active learners.

Furthermore, the study demonstrates that students in classes using interactive
methods acquire economic concepts more quickly and thoroughly compared to
those taught through traditional methods. This suggests that interactive
pedagogical approaches not only improve knowledge retention but also foster
critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and practical decision-making abilities.
Overall, the findings underscore the pedagogical value of integrating interactive
strategies into economic education, as they facilitate deeper understanding and
prepare students for real-world financial decision-making.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the use of interactive methods in economic
education at the primary school level has multiple significant benefits. Firstly, it
enhances students’ financial literacy by providing them with a deeper
understanding of economic concepts. Secondly, it facilitates the practical
application of these concepts, allowing students to connect theoretical knowledge
with real-life situations. Thirdly, interactive methods contribute to the
development of essential life skills such as frugality, planning, and informed
decision-making. Finally, they foster students’ independent thinking and a sense
of responsibility, empowering them to make conscious economic choices.
Therefore, integrating interactive pedagogical approaches into primary education
represents one of the most effective strategies for fostering economic education,
as it not only improves knowledge acquisition but also prepares students for
practical, real-world financial challenges.
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