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Abstract:  

This study examines the role of mythopoeic world-building in contemporary 

American fantasy literature, focusing on the influence and enduring legacy of C. S. 

Lewis. It explores how Lewis’s narrative techniques such as portal fantasy, 

mythological integration, and thematic depth have shaped the genre’s development. 

Using a qualitative literary analysis method, the study compares The Chronicles of 

Narnia with selected works by modern American fantasy authors, including Neil 

Gaiman, Rick Riordan, and Brandon Sanderson. The results indicate that Lewis’s 

influence remains evident in contemporary fantasy through symbolic storytelling, 

moral allegories, and mythological synthesis. The discussion highlights the 

evolution of mythopoeic world-building and its continued relevance in modern 

speculative fiction. This research contributes to understanding the progression of 

fantasy literature and the lasting impact of C. S. Lewis on the genre. 
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Introduction 

Mythopoeic world-building is a fundamental component of fantasy literature, 

encompassing the construction of immersive and internally coherent fictional 

universes. As one of the most influential figures in this genre, C. S. Lewis 

developed richly detailed mythical landscapes in The Chronicles of Narnia, which 

have significantly shaped the narrative techniques and thematic frameworks of 

contemporary American fantasy literature. His approach to world-building 

characterized by a fusion of mythological motifs, allegorical depth, and structured 

fantastical realms continues to serve as a foundation for modern fantasy authors. 
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This study explores the persistence of Lewis’s mythopoeic techniques in 

contemporary fantasy literature by examining key aspects of his narrative 

structures, thematic concerns, and symbolic elements. Specifically, it seeks to 

answer the following research questions: 

1. In what ways has Lewis’s approach to world-building influenced modern 

fantasy authors? 

2. Which specific elements of his mythopoeic framework have been adapted or 

reinterpreted in contemporary fantasy works? 

Through a comparative literary analysis, this research aims to demonstrate how 

Lewis’s legacy endures in the genre and how contemporary authors expand upon 

his foundational world-building methods to address modern literary and cultural 

themes. 

World-building is a critical element of fantasy literature, enabling authors to create 

immersive settings that enhance storytelling. Many scholars have explored how 

world-building techniques contribute to the genre’s evolution. According to Zipes 

(2001), mythopoeic storytelling in fantasy literature has transformed significantly, 

incorporating diverse cultural elements and modern themes. Similarly, Mendlesohn 

(2008) categorizes fantasy literature into various narrative structures, highlighting 

the influence of early mythmakers like Lewis and Tolkien on contemporary fantasy 

authors. 

C. S. Lewis’s contribution to world-building is particularly evident in The 

Chronicles of Narnia (Lewis, 1950), where he blends classical mythology, 

Christian allegory, and moral philosophy to create a rich and layered fictional 

universe. Scholars such as Manlove (1993) and Wolfe (2011) argue that Lewis’s 

use of symbolic landscapes and archetypal characters has set a precedent for 

modern fantasy storytelling. Moreover, Hutcheon (1988) notes that intertextuality 

plays a crucial role in mythopoeic narratives, allowing contemporary authors to 

reinterpret classical mythologies within new literary frameworks. 

Modern American fantasy writers, including Neil Gaiman, Rick Riordan, and 

Brandon Sanderson, have adapted Lewis’s techniques to construct their own 

intricate worlds. Gaiman (2005) acknowledges Lewis’s influence on his approach 

to integrating mythology and folklore into his narratives. Riordan (2010) similarly 

employs mythological reinterpretation in Percy Jackson & the Olympians, blending 

ancient myths with contemporary settings to create a mythopoeic structure 
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reminiscent of Lewis’s works. Additionally, Sanderson (2013) emphasizes 

consistent internal logic and detailed magic systems, expanding upon the 

foundational world-building principles introduced by early fantasy pioneers. 

As contemporary fantasy continues to evolve, the legacy of Lewis’s mythopoeic 

world-building remains evident. The adaptation and reinterpretation of his 

techniques in modern literature highlight the ongoing significance of his 

contributions to the genre. Future research may further explore how diverse cultural 

mythologies influence contemporary world-building practices. 

            

Methods  

This research employs a qualitative literary analysis methodology, focusing on a 

comparative examination of C.S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia alongside 

selected contemporary American fantasy novels. This method allows for a 

systematic exploration of thematic parallels, narrative structures, world-

building techniques, and mythopoeic elements, providing insight into Lewis’s 

enduring impact on modern fantasy literature. By closely analyzing character 

development, symbolic frameworks, and moral allegories, the study identifies 

how Lewis’s literary techniques have been adapted and reinterpreted in 

contemporary works. 

The contemporary fantasy novels selected for this study include: 

Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book 

Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book was selected for its strong mythic 

storytelling, coming-of-age themes, and the interplay between the ordinary 

and the supernatural, elements that closely align with C.S. Lewis’s narrative 

techniques in The Chronicles of Narnia. The novel follows the journey of Nobody 

Owens (Bod), a boy raised by ghosts in a graveyard after his family is murdered. 

His experiences parallel those of Lewis’s child protagonists who navigate magical 

realms, encountering supernatural mentors and facing moral dilemmas that shape 

their identities. Much like Lewis’s Narnia, Gaiman’s novel explores the transition 

from childhood to maturity through encounters with the extraordinary, 

emphasizing themes of destiny, sacrifice, and the acceptance of one’s identity.      

The Graveyard Book employs a symbolic approach to world-building, wherein 

the graveyard serves as a liminal space between life and death—akin to how Narnia 

functions as a bridge between reality and a divine, otherworldly realm. The 
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presence of guardian figures, such as Silas (Bod’s mentor), mirrors Aslan’s role in 

The Chronicles of Narnia, reinforcing the mentor-protégé dynamic that is central 

to Lewis’s storytelling. Moreover, both authors integrate moral allegories within 

their fantastical narratives, using supernatural settings to reflect deeper ethical and 

philosophical questions. Gaiman, like Lewis, blends elements of folklore, 

mythology, and fable, crafting a novel that resonates with both young readers and 

adults, much like the timeless appeal of Narnia. 

Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson & the Olympians Series 

Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson & the Olympians series was chosen for its strong 

reliance on classical mythology, hero’s journey framework, and mentor-protégé 

relationships, which align with Lewis’s storytelling strategies. The series follows 

Percy Jackson, a modern-day demigod who embarks on epic quests rooted in Greek 

mythology, reminiscent of the mythic undertones present in The Chronicles of 

Narnia. One of the most significant parallels between Lewis and Riordan is their 

adaptation of mythological traditions for younger audiences. Just as Lewis 

draws upon Christian allegory and Greco-Roman influences in his world-building, 

Riordan reimagines classical myths in a contemporary setting, making ancient 

narratives accessible and engaging. Both authors create alternate realms—Narnia 

as a fantastical kingdom beyond the wardrobe, and Camp Half-Blood as a hidden 

refuge for demigods—where young protagonists learn about their heritage and 

destiny. 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians mirrors Narnia’s mentor-protégé dynamic 

through characters such as Chiron, the centaur guide who plays a role similar to 

Aslan, and other mentors who guide Percy on his heroic journey. The series also 

explores themes of prophecy, destiny, and moral choices, echoing Lewis’s use 

of fate and free will in The Chronicles of Narnia. Both Lewis and Riordan 

emphasize the transformative power of heroism, courage, and sacrifice, presenting 

protagonists who must navigate their moral responsibilities while uncovering their 

own strengths. Another crucial connection is the use of humor and relatable 

protagonists—while Lewis’s characters grapple with the wonders and dangers of 

Narnia, Riordan’s witty and often reluctant hero, Percy, provides a modern 

counterpart, making mythical themes more accessible to contemporary readers. 

Both authors balance adventure, moral lessons, and mythological depth, 

ensuring that their works appeal to a broad audience. 
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Brandon Sanderson’s The Stormlight Archive 

Brandon Sanderson’s The Stormlight Archive was chosen for its intricate world-

building, moral complexity, and epic fantasy elements, which resonate with 

Lewis’s mythopoeic tradition in The Chronicles of Narnia. Unlike The Graveyard 

Book and Percy Jackson & the Olympians, which are primarily written for younger 

audiences, The Stormlight Archive is a high fantasy series aimed at adult readers. 

However, its philosophical depth, exploration of destiny, and richly 

constructed universe make it a valuable comparison to Lewis’s approach to 

fantasy storytelling. 

One of the most striking similarities between The Stormlight Archive and The 

Chronicles of Narnia is the emphasis on morality and the nature of good and 

evil. While Lewis conveys his themes through Christian allegory, Sanderson 

employs a complex system of ethics and personal growth, with characters facing 

profound moral dilemmas that challenge their beliefs and values. Both authors 

create fantasy settings infused with deep philosophical and spiritual 

undertones, offering readers more than just escapism. 

Sanderson’s world-building techniques reflect Lewis’s mythopoeic style, where 

detailed histories, unique cosmologies, and intricate political structures contribute 

to a sense of depth and realism. Just as Narnia has its own creation myth, guiding 

figures, and internal logic, Roshar—the primary world in The Stormlight 

Archive—is shaped by its own divine forces, ancient prophecies, and 

interconnected lore. Another crucial connection is the depiction of heroic 

transformation. In The Chronicles of Narnia, characters such as Peter, Edmund, 

and Eustace undergo significant personal growth, often emerging wiser and 

stronger after their adventures. Similarly, The Stormlight Archive follows 

characters like Kaladin, Dalinar, and Shallan as they grapple with inner struggles, 

redemption arcs, and the weight of leadership, reinforcing the enduring fantasy 

motif of personal evolution through trials. 

While Lewis’s storytelling tends to be more allegorical and direct in its moral 

messages, Sanderson takes a more nuanced and multifaceted approach, allowing 

readers to engage with themes of honor, sacrifice, and destiny from different 

perspectives. Nevertheless, both authors weave profound ethical questions into 

their fantasy narratives, ensuring that their works resonate on both an intellectual 

and emotional level. The study employs textual analysis, drawing from both 
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primary literary texts and secondary scholarly sources to establish a broader literary 

context. Recurring motifs such as the portrayal of alternate realms, mentorship 

figures, moral dilemmas, and the hero’s transformation are explored in detail. 

Furthermore, attention is given to the role of religious and philosophical 

underpinnings in these works, considering Lewis’s integration of Christian allegory 

in contrast to the secular or multi-mythological influences present in contemporary 

fantasy. 

To strengthen the findings, the study incorporates critical perspectives from 

literary theorists, scholars of fantasy literature, and mythopoeic studies, 

enabling a deeper understanding of Lewis’s influence on world-building strategies 

and thematic storytelling in modern fantasy. This comparative approach ensures 

a nuanced discussion on how Lewis’s narrative techniques continue to shape the 

fantasy genre, offering new insights into the evolution of mythopoeia in 21st-

century literature. 

            

Results 

The analysis reveals several key findings regarding the persistence of Lewis’s 

mythopoeic world-building in contemporary fantasy literature: 

Lewis’s use of portal fantasy, ( narrative structure), where characters transition 

from the real world into a fantastical realm, remains a dominant trope in modern 

fantasy. This technique, exemplified in The Chronicles of Narnia, has been widely 

adopted in contemporary works, such as Neil Gaiman’s Coraline and Rick 

Riordan’s Percy Jackson & the Olympians, where protagonists navigate between 

mythological and real-world settings. 

Central themes found in Lewis’s works—such as morality, heroism, and 

redemption—continue to be explored in modern fantasy narratives. Many 

contemporary authors construct their stories around ethical dilemmas, character 

growth, and the battle between good and evil, reflecting Lewis’s approach to 

allegorical storytelling. For instance, Brandon Sanderson’s The Stormlight Archive 

integrates these themes by portraying a moral struggle among its protagonists, 

much like Lewis’s portrayal of Aslan’s guidance in Narnia. 

Lewis’s method of incorporating classical, Christian, and Norse mythologies 

remains influential in modern fantasy literature. Many contemporary authors utilize 

similar mythological frameworks to create culturally rich and symbolically layered 
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worlds. Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson series, for example, modernizes Greek 

mythology while maintaining traditional mythopoeic structures, much like Lewis’s 

adaptation of Christian allegories in Narnia. 

The study identifies recurring character archetypes that align with Lewis’s 

storytelling methods. These include the reluctant hero, the wise mentor, and the 

embodiment of good versus evil. For example, the character arc of Percy Jackson 

in Riordan’s series closely mirrors that of the Pevensie children in The Chronicles 

of Narnia, while Sanderson’s mentor figures resemble Lewis’s depiction of figures 

like Aslan. These similarities indicate the continued relevance of Lewis’s character 

dynamics in shaping modern fantasy heroes and their journeys. These findings 

suggest that Lewis’s mythopoeic world-building techniques remain deeply 

embedded in contemporary fantasy literature, influencing both narrative structures 

and thematic developments. The study underscores the lasting relevance of Lewis’s 

contributions, demonstrating how his storytelling approaches continue to shape and 

inspire modern authors. 

             

Discussion 

 The findings indicate that Lewis’s mythopoeic techniques continue to influence 

contemporary fantasy authors, shaping the genre’s approach to world-building. The 

sustained use of portal fantasy, symbolic narratives, and mythological synthesis 

demonstrates his lasting impact on the field. However, modern fantasy literature 

has also evolved, incorporating a broader spectrum of cultural influences and 

contemporary themes such as identity, social justice, and environmental 

consciousness (Smith, 2018; Jones, 2020). This evolution reflects a growing 

emphasis on diversity and inclusivity in world-building, enabling new generations 

of authors to reinterpret mythopoeic storytelling within varied sociocultural 

contexts (Brown & Taylor, 2021). Future research may explore how mythopoeic 

world-building adapts to emerging trends in speculative fiction, particularly in 

relation to technological advancements and cross-genre experimentation 

(Williams, 2022). 

           

Conclusion  

This study highlights the enduring influence of C. S. Lewis’s mythopoeic world-

building on contemporary American fantasy literature. Through a comparative 
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literary analysis, it has been demonstrated that Lewis’s use of portal fantasy, 

mythological integration, and symbolic narratives continues to shape modern 

storytelling. The works of authors such as Neil Gaiman, Rick Riordan, and Brandon 

Sanderson reveal clear adaptations of Lewis’s narrative techniques, particularly in 

their construction of immersive fantastical realms, character archetypes, and moral 

allegories. 

Lewis’s foundational techniques remain relevant, contemporary fantasy literature 

has evolved to incorporate broader cultural influences, diverse mythologies, and 

pressing modern themes such as identity, social justice, and environmental 

concerns. This expansion reflects the genre’s increasing emphasis on inclusivity 

and adaptation, allowing for the reinterpretation of mythopoeic storytelling in 

varied sociocultural contexts. 

This study underscores the lasting legacy of Lewis’s contributions to fantasy 

literature, affirming his role as a pivotal figure in the development of mythopoeic 

world-building. Future research may explore how technological advancements, 

multimedia storytelling, and cross-genre experimentation further reshape the 

mythopoeic tradition in speculative fiction. 
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