EduVision: Journal of Innovations in Pedagogy and

Educational Advancements
Volume 01, Issue 06, June, 2025
S brightmindpublishing.com
ISSN (E): 3061-6972
Licensed under CC BY 4.0 a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

GLOBAL MEDIA AND NARRATIVE FRAMING IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
Nigina Ikromova
English Teacher

Abstract

Global media has developed into one of the main spheres of worldwide influence
in the twenty-first century. The structuring of narratives through news media and
internet platforms becomes a strategic tool for influencing global opinion as soft
power in diplomacy becomes more important. Using important case studies and
theoretical ideas, this study investigates how story framing functions as an
influencing mechanism in international relations. It urges critical media literacy
among international actors and makes the case that controlling narratives is just as
important in contemporary diplomacy as having economic or military might.
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Introduction

The fight for hearts and minds has shifted to the digital and media frontlines in a
time when real-time news, algorithm-driven content, and online activism rule the
day. States still use hard power, such as economic domination and military force,
but soft power, especially narrative framing, has emerged as a crucial instrument in
international affairs. Media narratives construct international legitimacy, influence
public opinion, and decide diplomatic support in addition to reporting events. This
article explores the ways in which framing strategies, information control, and
strategic storytelling are used by international media to influence international
politics.

Narrative Framing as a Tool of Influence

Selecting and emphasising particular facts and viewpoints to direct audience
interpretation is known as narrative framing. The way a conflict, treaty, or
humanitarian disaster is framed in international politics can affect how the world
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community reacts. Framing include "promoting particular problem definitions,
causal interpretations, moral evaluations, and/or treatment recommendations," as
Entman (2008) states. In this situation, framing turns into a diplomatic tool that
may be used to either legitimise or delegitimise global entities.

Case Study: The Russia—Ukraine Conflict

The strength of conflicting narratives is seen by the conflict in Ukraine. While
Western media characterises the conflict as an act of aggression against Ukrainian
sovereignty, Russian official media presents it as a defensive response to NATO
invasion. These opposing frames, which are bolstered by emotive appeals,
symbolic imagery, and selective narrative, influence not just public opinion at home
but also foreign aid decisions, alliance formation, and international policy.

The Role of NGOs and International Organizations

Global entities like the UN, EU, and NGOs are significantly shaped by media
framing. Migration narratives vary significantly: Western media frequently depict
migrants from the Global South as economic risks or security issues, whilst human
rights organisations characterise them as wvulnerable groups deserving of
compassion. These divergent narratives affect voter attitude, legislative measures,
and international collaboration (Cottle & Nickels, 2007).

Digital Media and Narrative Decentralization

The emergence of social media sites like YouTube, TikTok, and X (previously
Twitter) has made narrative management even more difficult. Traditional state
media are increasingly in competition with non-state actors, influencers, and bots
to frame world events. Algorithmic targeting, echo chambers, and disinformation
efforts have produced a chaotic media environment where the truth is frequently
disputed. As a result, both politicians and academics studying international
relations are now very interested in strategic communication. According to Joseph
Nye (2004), soft power is the capacity to influence preferences without using force
by using attractiveness and appeal. One key component of this impact is the control
of global narratives through media, education, language, and cultural exports.
Gaining international legitimacy and cooperation is frequently easier for nations
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that are adept in narrative framing, such as through international broadcasting or
scholarship programs (Snow, 2008).

Conclusion

A fundamental instrument of contemporary diplomacy, narrative framing is more
than just a media strategy. The ability to create and challenge narratives becomes
a type of power in and of itself as global actors negotiate a world saturated with
information. It's crucial for academics, diplomats, and world citizens to
comprehend how and by whom tales are framed. Who controls the global narrative
will depend on media literacy and strategic communication as international politics
increasingly take place in the world of ideas and perception.
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