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Abstract:  

The process of acquiring new lexical units in a foreign language is a crucial aspect 

of language learning, and various teaching methodologies have been developed to 

enhance students' vocabulary acquisition. Among these, the use of music as a 

pedagogical tool has gained increasing attention due to its effectiveness in 

facilitating memory retention, improving pronunciation, and creating an engaging 

learning environment. This article explores the role of music in teaching students’ 

new lexical units by examining the cognitive and emotional benefits of musical 

exposure, discussing various methodological approaches for integrating songs into 

language instruction, and analyzing the practical implications of using music to 

enhance vocabulary learning. Through a detailed examination of relevant studies 

and teaching experiences, this research highlights the advantages of utilizing music 

as a means of reinforcing lexical acquisition and provides practical 

recommendations for language educators. The findings suggest that music not only 

aids in long-term vocabulary retention but also enhances students' motivation and 

overall language proficiency. 

 

Keywords: Lexical acquisition, foreign language teaching, music-based learning, 

vocabulary retention, phonological awareness, motivation in language learning, 

cognitive benefits of music. 

 

 

Introduction 

Language acquisition is a complex process that involves the development of 

various linguistic skills, including phonetics, grammar, and vocabulary. Among 

these, lexical competence plays a fundamental role in enabling learners to 

communicate effectively and comprehend the target language. However, one of the 

primary challenges in foreign language instruction is ensuring that students retain 

and actively use newly acquired vocabulary. Traditional methods of teaching 

lexical units, such as rote memorization and repetitive exercises, often fail to 
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engage learners, leading to difficulties in long-term retention. Consequently, 

educators are constantly searching for innovative and interactive strategies to 

facilitate effective vocabulary learning. 

One such strategy that has gained considerable recognition in recent years is the 

incorporation of music into language instruction. Music, being a universal form of 

expression, has been found to stimulate cognitive processes, enhance memory 

retention, and improve pronunciation skills. Studies in cognitive psychology and 

language acquisition have demonstrated that rhythm and melody can significantly 

aid in the internalization of new words by creating neural connections that 

strengthen recall. Furthermore, music has an emotional component that fosters a 

positive learning atmosphere, increasing students' motivation and engagement with 

the learning material. 

This article aims to explore the various ways in which music can be used as a tool 

for teaching new lexical units in a foreign language classroom. It will analyze the 

cognitive mechanisms through which music enhances language learning, examine 

different teaching approaches that integrate music into vocabulary instruction, and 

discuss the pedagogical benefits and challenges associated with this method. By 

providing practical insights and examples, this research seeks to offer valuable 

guidance for educators who wish to implement music-based techniques to improve 

lexical acquisition in their students. 

          

MAIN PART 

Numerous studies in neurolinguistics and cognitive psychology have demonstrated 

that music can have a profound impact on memory retention and cognitive 

processing.1 The human brain is naturally attuned to patterns, and the rhythmic and 

melodic structures found in music help learners establish stronger associations 

between words and their meanings. When a lexical unit is introduced through a 

song, the repetitive nature of musical lyrics reinforces memory encoding, making 

it easier for learners to recall the word in different contexts. Integrating music into 

language instruction requires careful planning and the selection of appropriate 

teaching strategies to maximize its effectiveness. Several approaches can be 

adopted to introduce new lexical units through music, depending on the students' 

 
1 Murphey, T. (1992). Music and Song: Resource Books for Teachers. Oxford University Press. 
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proficiency level, learning objectives, and classroom dynamics.2 Furthermore, 

music engages multiple areas of the brain, including the auditory cortex, motor 

regions, and emotional centers. This multisensory activation facilitates deeper 

learning by combining auditory input with emotional resonance. When students 

associate a new word with a melody or rhythm, they are more likely to retain it for 

an extended period. Emotional engagement also plays a crucial role, as songs often 

evoke personal connections and cultural associations that make learning more 

meaningful. 

One of the most effective ways to teach new vocabulary through music is by 

selecting songs that contain target lexical units in meaningful contexts. When 

students listen to songs with rich and repetitive lyrics, they encounter new words 

in authentic linguistic settings, which helps them understand their usage in real-life 

communication. Teachers can design pre-listening activities that introduce key 

vocabulary, followed by listening exercises that encourage students to identify and 

infer the meaning of new words from context.3 Research has shown that singing 

words aloud enhances phonological awareness and reinforces lexical acquisition. 

When students repeatedly sing a song that contains target vocabulary, they develop 

automaticity in word recognition and pronunciation. Teachers can encourage 

learners to practice pronunciation through singing and engage in rhythmic 

exercises that emphasize the natural stress patterns of the language. This method is 

particularly effective for young learners and beginners who benefit from repetition 

and auditory reinforcement. Another useful technique involves providing students 

with song lyrics that have missing words, requiring them to listen carefully and fill 

in the gaps with the correct lexical units. This activity not only reinforces 

vocabulary recognition but also enhances listening comprehension skills. 

Additionally, analyzing the meaning of lyrics and discussing their themes can 

deepen students' understanding of word connotations and cultural references. 

Encouraging students to create their own songs using newly learned vocabulary 

can be an engaging and creative way to reinforce lexical acquisition. Teachers can 

assign group activities where students compose short songs or rap verses 

incorporating target words, allowing them to experiment with language in a fun and 

 
2 Medina, S. L. (1990). The Effects of Music on Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition. TESOL Quarterly. 
3 Paquette, K., & Rieg, S. (2008). Using Music to Support the Literacy Development of Young English Language 

Learners. Early Childhood Education Journal. 
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interactive manner. This method fosters linguistic creativity and helps students 

internalize vocabulary through active participation. 

The integration of music into vocabulary instruction offers numerous advantages, 

including enhanced memory retention, improved pronunciation, increased 

motivation, and a more enjoyable learning experience.4 Students are more likely to 

engage with the learning material when it is presented in a dynamic and 

entertaining format. Additionally, music exposes learners to authentic language 

use, including colloquial expressions and idiomatic phrases that may not be 

encountered in traditional textbooks. 

However, there are also challenges associated with using music as a vocabulary 

teaching tool.5 One potential issue is the selection of appropriate songs that align 

with the linguistic level and cultural background of the students. Lyrics that contain 

complex idioms or fast-paced speech may be difficult for beginners to comprehend. 

Furthermore, excessive reliance on music-based activities without structured 

reinforcement exercises may limit the depth of vocabulary retention. Teachers must 

strike a balance between entertainment and educational rigor to ensure that lexical 

acquisition remains the primary focus. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Incorporating music into foreign language instruction is a highly effective strategy 

for enhancing students’ lexical acquisition and overall language proficiency. The 

cognitive benefits of music, including improved memory retention and 

phonological awareness, make it a valuable tool for reinforcing new vocabulary in 

an engaging and interactive manner. By employing various methodological 

approaches, such as contextual learning, singing, lyric analysis, and song 

composition, educators can create a dynamic classroom environment that fosters 

both linguistic and emotional engagement. While challenges exist in selecting 

appropriate materials and ensuring structured learning, the advantages of using 

music far outweigh the difficulties. Ultimately, integrating music into vocabulary 

instruction not only facilitates long-term retention but also cultivates a positive 

 
4 Schon, D., Boyer, M., Moreno, S., Besson, M., Peretz, I., & Kolinsky, R. (2008). Songs as an Aid for Language 

Acquisition. Cognition. 
5 Wallace, W. T. (1994). Memory for Music: Effect of Melody on Recall of Text. Journal of Experimental 

Psychology. 
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attitude toward language learning, making it an indispensable resource for language 

educators. 
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