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Abstract

This article discusses the concept of virtual threats and their theoretical study.
Virtual threats are dangers spread through the internet and information technologies
in modern digital society, negatively affecting the spiritual-moral worldview and
psychological state of youth. The article provides a detailed analysis of the types
of virtual threats — informational, psychological, moral, and cybersecurity threats.
It also examines the impact of virtual threats on the morality and ethical outlook of
youth, as well as the scientific methods and modern approaches to their study. The
article emphasizes the importance of implementing comprehensive measures to
understand and counter virtual threats in contemporary society.
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Introduction

Today, as a result of the rapid development of information technologies and internet
systems, a digital society is being formed, and at the same time, threats in the virtual
environment have become complex and multifaceted. Virtual threats are factors
that negatively affect the spiritual and moral worldview, psychological state of
young people, as well as information security, through the internet, social networks,
online games, and other digital platforms. This article is devoted to the theoretical
analysis of the concept of virtual threats, examining their nature, types, and role in
modern society.

1. The Meaning and Essence of the Concept of Virtual Threat
A virtual threat is generally understood as dangers and risks that arise in the digital
environment. This concept includes harmful information distributed through the
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internet, activities that threaten cybersecurity, content that negatively affects the
moral development of young people, as well as psychological pressure and
manipulation.

In scientific literature, the term virtual threats can be used in a uniform or varied
sense depending on the context. For example, B. Hamroev and A. Abdullaev (2021)
define a virtual threat as “dangers spread through the internet and digital
technologies that harm the spiritual, psychological, and social life of the individual
and society.” Similarly, Kh. Ramazanov (2019) considers virtual threats as part of
information security, discussing their different forms and manifestations.

This concept can be expanded: virtual threats are a comprehensive notion in the
modern digital environment, encompassing informational, psychological, and
social risks that affect an individual’s personal life, moral-ethical aspects, and the
stability of society.

2. Theoretical Study of Virtual Threats

2.1. The Concept and Development of Virtual Threats

The concept of virtual threats has been studied more intensively in scientific and
practical terms over the past 10—15 years. This process reflects the widespread
adoption of the internet and digital technologies, as well as the growing attention
to cybersecurity issues.

Theoretically, virtual threats are studied in several directions:

From the perspective of cybersecurity: This approach views threats mainly as
technical risks such as computer viruses, hacking attacks, data breaches, and
information theft. For instance, D. Smith (2020) considers virtual threats in relation
to the security of information systems.

From psychological and social perspectives: This direction examines threats related
to harmful content influencing the consciousness of young people, cyberbullying,
disinformation, and the spread of extremist and terrorist ideologies (J. Qodirov,
2022).

From moral and ethical perspectives: Virtual threats are analyzed in terms of their
damage to the moral development of youth and their weakening of ethical values
(M. Toshev, 2023).

21 |Page



EduVision: Journal of Innovations in Pedagogy and

Educational Advancements
Volume 01, Issue 09, September, 2025
S brightmindpublishing.com
ISSN (E): 3061-6972
Licensed under CC BY 4.0 a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

2.2. Types of Virtual Threats

In scientific literature, virtual threats are classified as follows:

Informational threats: Fake news, disinformation, and manipulative content. These
create misconceptions in society and negatively affect young people’s thinking and
perception.

Psychological threats: Cyberbullying, internet addiction, and negative emotional
impacts that endanger the mental health of youth.

Moral threats: Content promoting pornography, violence, and extremist ideas that
harm the morality of young people.

Cybersecurity threats: Theft of personal data, account hacking, phishing, and
similar risks.

2.3. The Impact of Virtual Threats on the Moral and Ethical Worldview of Youth
Youth are the most sensitive and impressionable segment of society, and the virtual
environment plays a major role in shaping their worldview and ethical perspectives.
Virtual threats can negatively influence the consciousness of young people, weaken
their moral values, and reduce their social activity. In addition, certain threats may
lead to stress, isolation, and mental health disorders among youth.

3. Scientific Methods and Modern Approaches in the Study of Virtual Threats
Various scientific methods are used to identify threats and study their impact:
Qualitative analyses: Interviews, discussions, and focus groups are used to explore
the experiences of young people in the virtual environment.

Quantitative research: Surveys and statistical data are used to assess the prevalence
and impact of threats.

Experimental methods: Methods of combating virtual threats and preventive
measures are tested.

Interdisciplinary approach: Analyses are carried out through the integration of
psychology, sociology, information technology, and ethics.

Conclusion

Virtual threats are an important and multifaceted problem of modern digital society.
Their theoretical study is of great significance in identifying their impact on the
moral and ethical worldview of youth and in mitigating social and psychological
risks. Each type of threat has its own characteristics, and combating them requires
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cooperation across different fields and the implementation of comprehensive
measures.

In scientific research, it is necessary to thoroughly examine the types of virtual
threats, their impact on psychology, morality, and social relations. At the same time,
preventive measures and mechanisms for developing spiritual immunity should
also be elaborated.
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