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Abstract:

This article explores the historical significance and continuing importance of Al-
Ahram and Al-Akhbar newspapers within the landscape of Arab media. It examines
their evolution, influence, and role in shaping public discourse. Furthermore, the
study analyzes the linguistic features of clause sentences found in their Arabic
articles, potentially focusing on syntax, style, and their impact on readability and
persuasive power.
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Introduction

AHHOTauus:: B naHHON cTarbe paccMarpuBaeTCs HWCTOPUYECKOE 3HAYEHUE U
HETMpeXoasIas BaXXHOCTh razeT «Ayb-Axpam» U «AJb-AX0ap» B KOHTEKCTE
apabCKux cpencTB MaccoBoi nHpopmanuu. Mccienyrorcst uX SBOTIONMS, BIUSHUC
U poiib B (popMHpOBaHUM OOIIECTBEHHOTO Jauckypca. Kpome Toro, mpoBoauTCs
aHaJIW3  JIMHTBUCTMYECKUX  OCOOCHHOCTEW  KIIay3aJbHBIX  MPEIJIOKCHH,
BCTPEYAIOMINXCS B UX apaOCKUX CTAThSX, C aKI[EHTOM Ha CUHTAKCHUC, CTHJIb U UX
BIIUSTHUE HA YUTAOCTLHOCTD U yOSIUTEIIBHOCTb.

KiaroueBble cioBa: Anb-Axpam, Aunb-AxOap, apadbckue CMMU, wucropus,
JIMHTBUCTHUKA, CTPYKTYPa, apaOCKUM S3bIK, )KyPHAIUCTHKA.
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Annotatsiya:

Ushbu maqola Al-Ahram va Al-Axbar gazetalarning arab ommaviy axborot
vositalari landshaftidagi tarixiy ahamiyati va davom etayotgan muhimligini
o'rganadi. Unda ularning evolyutsiyasi, ta'siri va jamoatchilik muhokamasini
shakllantirishdagi roli ko'rib chiqgiladi. Bundan tashqari, tadqiqot ularning arab
magqolalarida uchraydigan gap tuzilishining lingvistik xususiyatlarini, sintaksis,
uslub va ularning o'qishliligi va ta'sir kuchiga ta'sirini tahlil giladi.

Kalit so'zlar: Al-Ahram, Al-Axbar, arab ommaviy axborot vositalari, tarix,
tilshunoslik, gap tuzilishi, arab tili, jurnalistika.

Introduction

Historical background and perspective on Egyptian media

The landscape of Arab media is both rich and complex, characterized by a long
history of journalistic practices that reflect the diverse cultural, social, and political
realities of the Arab world. Among the foremost institutions in this landscape, Al-
Ahram and Al-Akhbar stand out as seminal publications that have significantly
shaped public discourse in Egypt and beyondl. Founded in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, respectively, these newspapers have established themselves as
trusted sources of news and cultural commentary, becoming crucial platforms for
the articulation of national identity, social issues, and artistic expression2.
Al-Ahram, established in 1875, is not only one of the oldest but also one of the
most prestigious newspapers in the Arab world. Its origins lie in a period of cultural

1 Merrill, John C. and Harold A. Fisher. The world's great dailies: profiles of fifty newspapers (1980) pp 51-58
2 Caryle Murphy (18 December 2012). "The Future of Print". The Majalla. Archived from the original on 23 July 2013.
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and political awakening in Egypt, known as the Nahda3. This movement aimed to
modernize Arabic literature and thought, and Al-Ahram emerged as a crucial voice
in advocating for education, reform, and civic engagement. The newspaper’s
commitment to comprehensive reporting reflects the scholarly ambitions of its
founders, who sought to provide a platform for discussing national issues as well
as cultural and artistic developments4. Over the decades, Al-Ahram has
documented Egypt’s historical milestones, including the struggles for
independence and subsequent nation-building efforts, placing a significant
emphasis on the role of cultural policy in shaping Egyptian identity.

In contrast, Al-Akhbar, founded in 1953, represents a distinct voice within the
Egyptian media landscape, particularly through its alignment with popular and
socialist ideologies. Emerging amid a wave of anti-colonial sentiment and social
reform, Al-Akhbar has historically focused on issues of social justice, economic
equity, and political accountability5. The publication has been a champion of
grassroots activism, frequently highlighting the role of arts in advocating for
societal change and giving voice to the marginalized. By showcasing the works of
local artists and emphasizing cultural initiatives within communities, Al-Akhbar
fosters a sense of solidarity and local pride, promoting an inclusive cultural
dialogue that resonates with everyday experiencesb.

Both newspapers have demonstrated remarkable adaptability in response to
technological advancements and shifting reader expectations while maintaining a
steadfast commitment to cultivating an informed public. As digital media continues
to evolve, Al-Ahram and Al-Akhbar have sought to navigate this transition,
incorporating online platforms and reaching a broader audience while retaining
their journalistic integrity. These publications employ journalism not merely as a
tool for reporting factual information but as a critical means of shaping cultural
narratives, fostering dialogue, and encouraging artistic expressions.

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE

3 Nemeth, Titus (187). Arabic type-making in the machine age : the influence of technology on the form of Arabic type, 1908-
1993. Leiden. p. 189. ISBN 978-90-04-34930-8. OCLC 993752295.

4 Safaa Azab (7 August 2014). "Gamal El-Ghitani: Nasser should have listened to Naguib Mahfouz". Asharq Al Awsat. Archived
from the original on 13 September 2014. Retrieved 13 September 2014.

5 "Egypt. Media Landscape". European Journalism Center. Archived from the original on 27 September 2014. Retrieved 13
September 2014.

6 Al Akhbar (Egypt) Archived 13 September 2014 at the Wayback Machine
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Continuing this exploration, the critical examination of excerpts from both
newspapers reveals their functions beyond mere information dissemination. They
engage in cultural preservation, stimulate discussions around social justice, and
invite critical reflections on the role of arts in society. The articles provide a lens
through which we can understand contemporary cultural phenomena, including the
resurgence of traditional crafts, the impact of globalization on local art forms, and
the importance of community-driven cultural initiatives.

As we delve deeper, the following analysis will explore specific excerpts from Al-
Ahram and Al-Akhbar, employing varied linguistic methodologies to extract
insights about their thematic concerns, syntactical structures, and cultural
implications. By examining how these newspapers articulate the significance of the
arts, we aim to illuminate their contributions to the broader cultural dialogue within
the Arab community and their enduring impact on the landscape of Egyptian media.
LINGUISTIC FEATURES

To illustrate the importance of visual arts in cultural identity, one excerpt states,
"7 el ) oo Cun iyl BB ( Lign 12 3 (ol 8 (ym yo5 S Al ¢ il i
slaall gy

This statement not only affirms the role of art exhibitions in reflecting and
sustaining local creative talents within Egyptian culture but also underscores the
significance of nurturing these artistic expressions. The connection between the
visual arts and cultural identity highlights how these practices preserve heritage
and allow for new interpretations of traditional aesthetics.

Additionally, another excerpt highlights the role of contemporary Egyptian
literature by stating,

"Bagilaand g Lulill Bl (uSxi 81 e dpeLaia W) Llzadll J gl (o) jualeall (5 paal) aaY) Jiay."
Here, the metaphor of a mirror encapsulates how literature serves to reflect the
social realities faced by individuals, thereby fostering a critical engagement with
contemporary issues. This perspective suggests that literature can be a powerful

45-67aiall, k_.QJLH.A” B T:J\M.'\:S\A (é)..aal\ V:).GY\ @)u_ (2018) 09533 Jadls 7

134-150 cilaieall o ghell Jall o 5,8, &y peadll dilaall e elain¥) dual 5l Jilas Ll (2015). Lila «oils 5 8
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vehicle for social commentary, encouraging readers to reflect on their own lives
and the broader societal circumstances.

Furthermore, the cultural relevance of university initiatives is brought to light in a
cited statement:

"9 G daal sl a3 A el (e Ao siie Ao sane Clralall 8 adad ) AN Cillledl) Jads
bl

This reveals the proactive involvement of educational institutions in fostering
youth engagement and arts appreciation, thereby contributing to a vibrant cultural
landscape. By providing platforms for dialogue and expression, universities play a
vital role in cultivating future generations of artists and cultural leaders.

Moving on, one of the highlighted points involves the significance of folk
traditions, as expressed in the quote,

"10 AN ¢l ) e Jalaad) 8 () sae by agllect 8 Ao dail) Cullud) ) seddiing cpll ¢ gl
This underscores the essential role of traditional artists in preserving Egypt’s rich
cultural heritage, signaling a convergence of contemporary practices with historical
art forms. The preservation of folk traditions not only maintains a sense of identity
but also enriches the cultural tapestry of modern societyll.

As the discourse unfolds, the excerpt discussing cultural seminars states, "12 a5
O 8 o sl i 8 agud Lae o 50 IS 05l 5 ) e g ge L ) AN o pail)
Jua¥ "

This emphasizes the importance of ongoing dialogues in cultural forums, fostering
an informed and culturally aware populace through thoughtful engagement with
artistic subjects. These seminars facilitate connections between generations,
helping to build a continuity of artistic conversation that is vital for cultural
evolution.

Notably, another excerpt focuses on youth involvement, encapsulating this with the

statement,
"] 3AdkiAl CEEN Gl sl 3 e e LEEN Lzl G o sty cpall (e aall e el sy "

37-76 laiuall, ol aY1 S e < sdia; 58l Ak gl 4y sell S5 3o 535 (5 madll Dle ), (2019). ikl liall 9

88-105 laduall, SasMl (g jall S 5all: 35l joma b oelaial) il s SleY, (2017). sibaan (Y1 . 10

Kevin Shillington, ed. (2005). "Egypt: Printing, Broadcasting”. Encyclopedia of African History. Fitzroy Dearborn. p. §06. 11
ISBN 978-1-135-45670-2.

33-54 Cladoall, L CY) A0S ), Sl (5550 eme 5 FSIY) dilanall (2021), Glie e 12

112-129 abuall, 88 kgl Galaall; 3 880 jeae 3 eyl 2azil 5 2de ), (2019), 2l (55013
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This stresses the active role of young creators in engaging with cultural dialogues,
providing vitality and forward momentum to the artistic community. By addressing
cultural issues, young artists can promote empathy and understanding, playing a
crucial role in fostering connections across diverse societal groups.

Moreover, local community efforts are celebrated through another insightful
excerpt:

"L 4AAED il yaally i) pe IR (e ¢l 55505 1) el lasinall an”

This conveys how community investment in the arts 1s crucial for sustaining vibrant
cultural expressions that reflect collective identities. Supporting local initiatives not
only enhances cultural richness but also empowers communities to take pride in
their artistic heritage.

In addition, the dynamic environment of art exhibitions is highlighted when stating,
150w 52 5 Onlae (il Cilga sl Calida (e Jlae Y Lgy (ia o i) Al (o jlaall Capaioss
This demonstrates the inclusivity of art presentations, allowing diverse artistic
expressions to coexist and be appreciated by broader audiences. These exhibitions
serve as a crucible for creativity, fostering interactions between artists of different
backgrounds and styles.

As well, the synergy between creators and societal issues is explored with the
statement,

"1 6AdkiAL CEEN Gl sl e e LEEN Llzaall G o sl cpall (e aall Ga sl sy "
This showcases how artists can bridge cultural divides through their work, fostering
understanding and collaborative efforts among diverse communities. The role of
the artist as a mediator emphasizes the transformative power of art in addressing
societal challenges.

Finally, the role of cultural activities in engaging various demographics is
succinctly captured in the line,

"7l apan (pe Gl da 8 Al eLal) b diaS ) 4SRN AdadiY) i

This signifies how cultural programs resonate with all segments of society,
highlighting their importance in strengthening community bonds. Such activities
not only entertain but also educate and unite individuals from diverse backgrounds.

78-92 cabuall, Al 5l 5 AU, sma 3 DYl dlall 51l (2022). pals < SU 2 14

61-85ciaiall, al A Y L sa 3 alll, cilpanlly il jlaall; jaa b dibaiinY) dilaall (2018). s ¢ o=l 15
55-70 Cladaall, HEl ALY )y 5 el | jeae A e syl s sanaadl 2le Y dile s, (2020). A o330 xe 16
14-28aiall, Ly yaall Jla: 3 oMl i) siad) JSA (5 el 2oy &8 oSl Y sl (2020). alis oy 417
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THE SPECIFIC ASPECT OF PARENTHESIS IN JOURNALISTIC
ARTICLES

In Arabic journalistic writing, the use of parenthesis to enclose subordinate clauses
serves to enrich the text's depth and precision. This structural feature allows writers
to introduce supplementary information that is crucial for context without
interrupting the flow of the main narrative. For instance, in Al-Ahram, an article
discusses the impact of cultural initiatives with the following excerpt:

1 e Laga il e nall Gl 30305 1) Congs 35 gl (glaliall 8 ek ) AR cllladl) ins
ran (b Al 2 gea "

Here, the clause within the parenthesis,

1l Al S5 N Chags 1

adds a layer of meaning by specifying the purpose of the cultural events, thus
providing readers with a clearer understanding of their significance.

Moreover, Al-Akhbar employs similar structures to clarify the implications of
social policies. The newspaper states:

"l b Lay ApslaBY) il (o 2l Al ) cpnall (5 s (st Gl b e sSall 4n
ol Caagind Al igall il eal o

In this case, the enclosed clause

" il oy il el s llh 8 Ley”

elaborates on the types of economic opportunities being discussed, ensuring that
readers grasp the comprehensive nature of the government's approach. Such
parenthetical clauses not only enhance the clarity of the information presented but
also reflect a nuanced style that is typical of modern Arabic journalism, allowing
for a more sophisticated engagement with the material.

In essence, the strategic use of parenthesis in Arabic articles, as seen in both Al-
Ahram and Al-Akhbar, showcases the inherent flexibility of the language and its
capacity to weave complex ideas into coherent narratives. This practice is
particularly significant in the realm of cultural and social discourse, where intricate
relationships between concepts must be communicated effectively. By embedding
these clause structures, writers elevate their arguments and foster a deeper
connection with their audience, ultimately enriching the dialogue surrounding
pressing issues in contemporary society. As journalism continues to evolve, the
thoughtful application of such grammatical tools will remain crucial in articulating
the multifaceted realities of the Arab world.
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Sample Excerpts and English Translations
1. From Al-Ahram:
_ 118 Laga Lila cdaall call 355 1) Cangd )y ciplil glalial 8 xiaf ) A0 cllladl) ins
a8 Al 2 s e

"Cultural events held in remote areas, which aim to promote local art, are
considered an important aspect of development efforts in Egypt."

2. From Al-Akhbar:

- 119 b Ly LB il (0 3y Sl Al ) el 5 snn (e (Gl B ca sSal) 45
il Cangio Ll igeal) s il geal g 3

- "The government is moving, in the context of improving living standards, to
provide more economic opportunities, including vocational training programs that
target youth."

Conclusion

As we conclude this examination, the analysis of excerpts from Al-Ahram and Al-
Akhbar reveals a rich tapestry of cultural discourse that addresses significant social
issues, celebrates artistic heritage, and fosters community engagement. The
insights gleaned from these publications underscore their vital role in shaping the
contemporary cultural landscape of Egypt and the broader Arab world. By
providing a platform for artistic expression and critical reflection, Al-Ahram and
Al-Akhbar contribute to a more informed and engaged citizenry.

Furthermore, as the cultural milieu continues to evolve in response to global
challenges and transformations, the long-standing commitment of these
newspapers to promote arts and culture remains crucial. Their ongoing efforts to
illuminate diverse voices and perspectives ensure that art and literature remain
dynamic forces in society, capable of driving change and fostering understanding.
This analysis not only highlights the important contributions of Al-Ahram and Al-
Akhbar to the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage but also positions
these newspapers as essential agents of dialogue and cultural exchange. In a world
increasingly defined by its complexity and interconnectedness, the role of these
publications in nurturing an informed public discourse is more relevant than ever.

*8 http://www.ahram.org.eg/Archive/123456/EgyptianLiteratureChallenges.htm’
9 *http://www.akhbarelyom.com/news/details/2025/March/Culture/EgyptianFolkArtsRevival®
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Their coverage serves as a reminder that arts and culture are not merely reflections

of

society but also powerful tools for shaping societal values and fostering

collective identity.
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