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Abstract

This article examines the historical roots of national and universal values in culture
from a socio-philosophical perspective. It analyzes the dialectical relationship
between national identity and universal human values, their formation, development,
and significance in cultural progress. The study explores the views of Eastern and
Western thinkers on culture, civilization, and values, highlighting the role of cultural
heritage in preserving national identity while fostering universal human solidarity.
The article concludes that the harmonious integration of national and universal values
serves as an essential factor in ensuring cultural continuity, social stability, and
sustainable development in the era of globalization.
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Introduction

The contemporary transformation of global civilization has significantly intensified
scholarly interest in the interrelationship between national and universal values as
fundamental determinants of cultural development. Within the context of accelerating
globalization, technological modernization, increasing intercultural interactions, and
the emergence of new socio-cultural paradigms, the issue of preserving national
identity while simultaneously ensuring openness to universal human values has
become one of the most pressing theoretical and practical challenges confronting
modern societies. This problem extends beyond the boundaries of cultural studies and
acquires profound philosophical, historical, sociological, and civilizational
significance, as it concerns the fundamental mechanisms through which societies
maintain cultural continuity, social cohesion, and spiritual sustainability amidst
rapidly changing historical conditions. Consequently, the investigation of the
historical roots of national and universal values in culture represents not merely an
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academic inquiry into the past but also a methodological framework for understanding
contemporary cultural dynamics and forecasting future trajectories of human
development.

Throughout the historical evolution of human civilization, culture has functioned as
the principal medium through which societies preserve collective memory, transmit
accumulated knowledge, regulate social behavior, and construct systems of meaning
capable of guiding individual and collective existence. Within this complex process,
national values have emerged as the embodiment of a particular people's historical
experience, linguistic heritage, spiritual traditions, moral principles, and socio-
cultural identity, while universal values have developed as expressions of humanity’s
shared aspirations toward justice, freedom, dignity, peace, tolerance, and social
harmony. Far from constituting opposing categories, national and universal values
have historically existed in a dialectical relationship characterized by mutual
enrichment, interaction, and transformation. Indeed, the most influential cultural
traditions and civilizational achievements have emerged precisely through the
synthesis of local cultural specificities and universally significant ethical ideals,
demonstrating that genuine cultural progress depends not upon the exclusion of
difference but upon the capacity to harmonize diversity within broader frameworks
of human solidarity.

The historical foundations of this relationship can be traced to the earliest stages of
social organization, when communities developed normative systems designed to
ensure collective survival and social stability. As civilizations evolved, these
normative systems gradually acquired philosophical, religious, and moral dimensions,
forming comprehensive value structures that reflected both particular cultural
experiences and broader human concerns. Ancient Eastern and Western intellectual
traditions contributed substantially to this process by articulating conceptions of
justice, virtue, wisdom, responsibility, and human dignity that transcended temporal
and geographical limitations. The philosophical legacies of Plato, Aristotle,
Confucius, Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Beruni, and numerous other thinkers reveal a
persistent effort to reconcile the uniqueness of specific cultural communities with the
universal requirements of human flourishing. Their intellectual contributions
demonstrate that the development of culture has always been accompanied by
attempts to establish a balance between particularity and universality, identity and
openness, continuity and transformation.
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In the cultural history of Central Asia, and particularly within the intellectual heritage
of Uzbekistan, the interaction between national and universal values occupies a
distinctive place. The region’s historical position as a crossroads of civilizations
facilitated continuous exchanges among diverse cultural, religious, and philosophical
traditions, resulting in the emergence of a rich intellectual environment where local
cultural forms coexisted with universal ethical principles. The works of great scholars,
philosophers, and statesmen produced in this region consistently emphasized the
inseparability of national identity and universal humanism, viewing cultural diversity
not as an obstacle to social cohesion but as a source of intellectual enrichment and
civilizational advancement. This historical experience remains especially relevant in
the contemporary period, as societies seek to preserve cultural authenticity while
actively participating in global processes of integration and modernization.

The relevance of studying the historical roots of national and universal values
becomes particularly evident in the context of globalization, which simultaneously
creates opportunities for intercultural dialogue and generates challenges associated
with cultural homogenization, identity fragmentation, and the erosion of traditional
value systems. Under such conditions, the preservation of national cultural heritage
cannot be reduced to mere conservation of historical traditions; rather, it requires a
dynamic reinterpretation of cultural legacies in accordance with contemporary social
realities and universal ethical standards. Likewise, the promotion of universal values
cannot be understood as the imposition of cultural uniformity but must be approached
as a process of fostering mutual understanding, respect, and cooperation among
diverse communities. Therefore, the historical analysis of national and universal
values provides an essential conceptual foundation for addressing the complex
cultural challenges of the twenty-first century.

From a socio-philosophical perspective, the historical development of culture reveals
that national and universal values constitute complementary dimensions of a single
civilizational process. National values provide individuals and communities with a
sense of belonging, continuity, and cultural rootedness, whereas universal values
establish the ethical and normative principles necessary for peaceful coexistence and
global cooperation. The enduring vitality of culture depends upon the ability of
societies to maintain a productive equilibrium between these dimensions, ensuring
both the preservation of cultural uniqueness and the realization of humanity’s
common aspirations. Consequently, a comprehensive examination of the historical
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roots of national and universal values not only enriches scholarly understanding of
cultural evolution but also contributes to the formulation of theoretical approaches
capable of promoting sustainable cultural development, intercultural dialogue, and
social harmony in an increasingly interconnected world.

Analysis of the literature on the subject

The scientific literature devoted to the historical roots of national and universal values
in culture demonstrates that this issue has been studied within the framework of
philosophy, cultural studies, sociology, history, pedagogy and axiology. In classical
philosophical thought, culture is interpreted not merely as a set of traditions and
customs, but as a complex system of meanings, norms, symbols and values through
which human beings understand themselves, society and the world. Plato and
Aristotle emphasized justice, virtue and civic responsibility as universal foundations
of social life, while Eastern thinkers such as Abu Nasr al-Farabi, Abu Rayhan Beruni,
Ibn Sina and Alisher Navoi connected human perfection with knowledge, morality,
social harmony and spiritual maturity. Their views show that national culture becomes
truly significant when it expresses ideas that are important not only for one nation,
but for humanity as a whole.

Modern researchers also pay special attention to the dialectical relationship between
national identity and universal human values. In their view, national values arise from
the historical memory, language, religion, customs, moral norms and cultural
experience of a particular people, whereas universal values reflect the common
spiritual achievements of mankind, including human dignity, peace, justice, tolerance,
freedom and solidarity. Therefore, national and universal values should not be
regarded as contradictory phenomena; rather, they complement each other and ensure
the continuity of cultural development. In this sense, culture performs a unifying
function: it preserves the uniqueness of a nation while simultaneously integrating it
into the broader space of world civilization.

In contemporary scientific discourse, the problem of national and universal values has
become especially relevant under the influence of globalization. Scholars note that
globalization expands intercultural dialogue and creates opportunities for mutual
enrichment, but at the same time it may lead to cultural homogenization, weakening
of national identity and erosion of traditional value systems. For this reason, the
preservation of national cultural heritage is considered an important condition for
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spiritual stability, while openness to universal values is viewed as a necessary factor
of social progress and international cooperation. Thus, the literature on this subject
confirms that the harmony of national and universal values constitutes one of the key
methodological principles for understanding cultural development in the modern
world.

- Research methodology. The present study is based on an interdisciplinary
methodological framework that integrates philosophical, axiological, cultural,
historical, and socio-scientific approaches to investigate the historical roots of
national and universal values in culture. Considering the multidimensional nature of
culture as a complex socio-spiritual phenomenon, the research employs a combination
of theoretical and analytical methods aimed at revealing the genesis, evolution,
interrelationship, and contemporary significance of value systems within different
cultural contexts.

The philosophical method serves as the primary methodological foundation of the
research, enabling a comprehensive examination of the ontological, epistemological,
and axiological dimensions of national and universal values. Through this approach,
culture is analyzed as a dynamic system of meanings and values that reflects both the
particular historical experiences of individual nations and the common aspirations of
humanity. Particular attention is given to the dialectical relationship between cultural
identity and universal human principles, allowing for an assessment of their mutual
influence and historical development.

The historical-comparative method is employed to trace the formation and
transformation of value systems across different civilizations and historical periods.
This approach facilitates the identification of common and distinctive features of
cultural development, revealing how national traditions, customs, moral norms, and
spiritual practices have interacted with broader universal values throughout history.
The study examines the intellectual heritage of both Eastern and Western civilizations
in order to determine the contribution of major philosophical traditions to the
development of universal cultural ideals.

The axiological approach occupies a central place in the research methodology, as it
provides conceptual tools for analyzing culture through the prism of values. This
method makes it possible to investigate the hierarchy of values embedded within
cultural systems, evaluate their normative significance, and explore their role in
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shaping social behavior, collective identity, and cultural continuity. Through
axiological analysis, national and universal values are examined not as isolated
categories but as interconnected components of a unified cultural process.

In addition, the study utilizes methods of systematic analysis and synthesis to
investigate culture as an integrated socio-cultural system. The systems approach
enables the identification of structural relationships among cultural institutions,
traditions, value orientations, and social practices, thereby revealing the mechanisms
through which values are preserved, transmitted, and transformed across generations.
Analytical and synthetic procedures are further employed to generalize theoretical
perspectives and construct a comprehensive conceptual framework for understanding
the interaction between national and universal values.

Furthermore, content analysis of philosophical, historical, and cultural sources is
applied to examine the theoretical interpretations of national identity, cultural
heritage, and universal human values presented in classical and contemporary
scholarly literature. This method allows for the critical evaluation of existing
academic discourse and contributes to the development of an integrated theoretical
perspective on cultural values in the context of globalization and modern social
transformation.

The methodological combination of philosophical reflection, historical-comparative
analysis, axiological interpretation, systems thinking, and content analysis ensures the
scientific validity and theoretical consistency of the research. Such an approach
provides a comprehensive understanding of the historical foundations of national and
universal values in culture and enables the formulation of scientifically grounded
conclusions regarding their role in contemporary cultural development and
intercultural dialogue.

Analysis and results. The analysis of historical, philosophical, and cultural sources
demonstrates that national and universal values have evolved through a long and
complex process of civilizational development, forming an interconnected system
that serves as the foundation of cultural continuity and social progress. The findings
indicate that national values emerge from the unique historical experience, language,
traditions, customs, religious beliefs, and collective memory of a particular people,
whereas universal values are derived from the common ethical, moral, and spiritual
achievements of humanity. Despite their different origins, these two categories of
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values are not mutually exclusive; rather, they exist in a dynamic and complementary
relationship that contributes to the preservation of cultural identity and the
advancement of human civilization.

The comparative analysis of Eastern and Western philosophical traditions reveals a
remarkable convergence regarding fundamental human values. Although
philosophical schools developed within distinct cultural and historical environments,
they consistently emphasized such principles as justice, human dignity, wisdom,
responsibility, tolerance, and social harmony. The works of Plato and Aristotle in the
West, as well as Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Beruni, and Alisher Navoi in the East,
demonstrate that the pursuit of moral perfection and social well-being has historically
transcended cultural boundaries. This finding confirms that universal values are not
detached from national cultures but are embodied and transmitted through specific
cultural traditions and intellectual heritages.

The study further reveals that culture functions as the primary mechanism through
which national and universal values are preserved, reproduced, and transformed
across generations. Cultural institutions, educational systems, family traditions,
literature, religion, and artistic practices play a decisive role in maintaining value
continuity while simultaneously adapting inherited norms to changing social realities.
The analysis shows that societies characterized by a balanced integration of national
identity and universal human principles tend to exhibit greater social stability, cultural
resilience, and capacity for innovation. Conversely, excessive isolation from universal
values may limit cultural development, while the neglect of national traditions may
lead to identity crises and social fragmentation.

Particular attention was devoted to examining the impact of globalization on the
interaction between national and universal values. The findings suggest that
globalization has intensified intercultural communication and expanded opportunities
for cultural exchange, thereby facilitating the dissemination of universal human
ideals. At the same time, global cultural processes have generated concerns regarding
cultural homogenization and the erosion of local traditions. The analysis indicates that
successful adaptation to globalization depends not on the rejection of external
influences but on the ability of societies to reinterpret and strengthen their national
cultural heritage within a broader framework of universal values. In this context,
national identity and global citizenship should be viewed as complementary rather
than contradictory dimensions of contemporary cultural development.

224 |Page



EduVision: Journal of Innovations in Pedagogy and

3{ Educational Advancements
Volume 2, Issue 6, June 2026
BRIGHT MIND brightmindpublishing.com

PUBLISHING

ISSN (E): 3061-6972
Licensed under CC BY 4.0 a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

The investigation of Central Asian intellectual heritage, particularly the philosophical
traditions associated with prominent scholars and thinkers, demonstrates that the
region has historically contributed to the formation of a value system that harmonizes
national distinctiveness with universal humanism. The intellectual legacy of the
region reflects an enduring commitment to knowledge, tolerance, justice, social
responsibility, and spiritual perfection, illustrating the possibility of integrating local
cultural traditions with universally recognized ethical principles. This historical
experience offers important theoretical and practical insights for contemporary
societies seeking to maintain cultural authenticity while participating actively in
global processes of modernization and integration.

As a result of the study, a conceptual understanding of the relationship between
national and universal values has been developed, according to which culture
represents a multidimensional value system that simultaneously preserves cultural
uniqueness and promotes universal human solidarity. The findings confirm that
national values provide individuals and communities with a sense of belonging,
historical continuity, and cultural identity, whereas universal values establish
normative foundations for intercultural dialogue, peaceful coexistence, and
sustainable development. Consequently, the harmonious interaction of these values
constitutes a crucial prerequisite for cultural progress, social cohesion, and the
formation of a humane and inclusive global civilization.

Overall, the results of the research demonstrate that the historical roots of national
and universal values are deeply interconnected and that their balanced integration
remains one of the most important conditions for cultural sustainability in the twenty-
first century. The preservation of cultural diversity alongside the promotion of
universal human ideals represents not only a theoretical imperative but also a practical
necessity for ensuring social harmony and constructive intercultural cooperation in an
increasingly interconnected world.

Conclusions and suggestions. The study concludes that national and universal values
constitute the fundamental axiological foundations of cultural development and
represent mutually complementary dimensions of human civilization. The historical
analysis demonstrates that national values emerge from the unique cultural, spiritual,
linguistic, and historical experiences of individual societies, while universal values
reflect humanity’s common aspirations toward justice, freedom, dignity, tolerance,
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peace, and social harmony. Throughout the historical evolution of civilizations, the
interaction between these value systems has played a decisive role in shaping cultural
identity, preserving social stability, and promoting intellectual and moral progress.
Consequently, national and universal values should not be interpreted as opposing
categories but rather as interconnected components of a unified cultural system that
ensures both cultural diversity and human solidarity.

The findings further indicate that culture functions as the principal mechanism
through which values are preserved, transmitted, and transformed across generations.
The successful development of societies largely depends upon their ability to maintain
a balanced relationship between the preservation of national identity and openness to
universal human achievements. Historical evidence confirms that civilizations
characterized by the harmonious integration of local traditions and universal ethical
principles have demonstrated greater resilience, creativity, and capacity for
sustainable development. In contrast, the neglect of national cultural heritage or the
rejection of universal values may contribute to cultural fragmentation, identity crises,
and social instability.

The research also reveals that globalization has significantly transformed the context
in which national and universal values interact. While global cultural processes create
new opportunities for intercultural dialogue, knowledge exchange, and international
cooperation, they simultaneously generate challenges related to cultural
homogenization and the erosion of traditional value systems. Under such conditions,
the preservation of cultural identity requires not isolation from global influences but
the creative reinterpretation and modernization of national heritage within the
framework of universal human values. Therefore, strengthening cultural self-
awareness while promoting openness, tolerance, and intercultural understanding
should be regarded as a strategic priority for contemporary societies.

Based on the findings of the study, several recommendations may be proposed. First,
educational institutions should strengthen the integration of national cultural heritage
and universal human values within curricula in order to foster cultural awareness,
civic responsibility, and intercultural competence among younger generations.
Second, greater attention should be devoted to the promotion of cultural dialogue and
international cooperation aimed at preserving cultural diversity while advancing
shared human ideals. Third, policymakers and cultural institutions should develop
programs that support the preservation of historical memory, national traditions, and
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cultural heritage while encouraging innovation and participation in global cultural
processes. Finally, further interdisciplinary research should be conducted to explore
the evolving relationship between national identity and universal values in the context
of digital transformation, globalization, and emerging cultural paradigms.

In conclusion, the harmonious synthesis of national and universal values represents a
vital condition for cultural sustainability, social cohesion, and civilizational progress.
The preservation of cultural uniqueness alongside the promotion of universal human
principles provides a reliable foundation for building a more inclusive, tolerant, and
sustainable global society capable of addressing the complex challenges of the
twenty-first century.
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