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Abstract

This article examines the comparative quality and efficiency of private and public
higher education institutions in Uzbekistan. It explores the factors influencing
student preferences, evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of both sectors, and
highlights the challenges facing the education system. The study is based on
primary data collected through surveys in Tashkent.
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Introduction

Education is necessary for the personality grooming of individual. There are
different types of institutions available like private and public institutions, technical
institutions, and madrasas (religious institutions). These institutes are having the
triangle of three main pillars: consisted of teachers, students and curriculum. There
are two main types of schools in Uzbekistan and all over the world. One is public,
other is private school system, and university system as well. Nowadays, private
schools are becoming more favourite and attractive for majority of the students due
to their better education systems, test criteria and knowledge creation vis-a-vis
public schools, which comparatively very cheap but inefficient are losing their
attraction. Parents prefer to send their children in private schools and avoid public
schools. The main objective of this study is to investigate why people prefer high
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charging private schools over free public schools (that charge nothing)? We use
primary data collected through constructed questionnaire and survey method was
applied for collection of data from the target respondents of private and public
schools located in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The results show that five main factors
emerge as important determinants of private school choice. These include the social
economic status of the household, the degree of a school’s accessibility, the cost of
schooling parent’s perceptions of school quality and their perceptions of the
available employment opportunities in the region. Uzbekistan’s higher education
system has a deep history rooted in the Soviet era. During Soviet rule, higher
education was highly centralized and standardized across the republics, including
Uzbekistan. After gaining independence in 1991, Uzbekistan began transitioning
towards a more modern and diversified higher education system. During this time,
the state focused on expanding public institutions, while private universities
gradually emerged in the 2000s to accommodate increasing demand for higher
education.

Overview of Public Higher Education in Uzbekistan

Public higher education in Uzbekistan is primarily governed by the Ministry of
Higher and Secondary Specialized Education. The country has a wide range of
public universities that offer both undergraduate and graduate programs in various
disciplines. Key features of the public higher education sector include:

1.Government Funding and Affordability

Public universities in Uzbekistan are largely funded by the state. This ensures that
tuition fees at these institutions are relatively low compared to international
standards. The affordability of public higher education has made it accessible to a
large portion of the population, especially those from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds.

2.Curriculum and Academic Rigor

Public universities often have a strong emphasis on technical and scientific
disciplines, with many institutions offering engineering, medical, and agricultural
programs. The curriculum is generally rigorous, and the education provided is
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considered to meet international standards, although there are challenges in
aligning academic content with the rapidly evolving global market needs.

3.Access and Equity

Access to public universities is highly competitive, with entrance exams
determining admission. The system is designed to identify the best and brightest
students, but it has also been criticized for its reliance on rote memorization and a
lack of innovation in testing methods. Additionally, there is a concern regarding
regional disparities in access to quality public universities.

Quality of Teaching and Research

While many public universities in Uzbekistan have experienced substantial
improvements in teaching and research quality, there are still challenges related to
outdated facilities, lack of resources, and underqualified faculty. However, the
government has invested in the professional development of educators and the
modernization of curricula in recent years.

Overview of Private Higher Education in Uzbekistan

Private higher education institutions in Uzbekistan have been growing rapidly since
the 2000s. These universities tend to be smaller than their public counterparts, with
a focus on more niche areas of study.

1.Flexibility and Specialization

Private universities often offer programs that cater to contemporary fields like
business, IT, tourism, and international relations. They provide more flexible study
schedules, making them appealing to students who need to balance education with
work or other responsibilities.

2.Tuition Fees and Financing

The major distinguishing factor between private and public universities is the cost.
Private institutions tend to charge significantly higher tuition fees than public ones.
This can limit access to higher education for students from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds, although some private universities offer scholarships or financial aid
programs to mitigate these challenges.
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Quality of Education and Faculty

The quality of education at private universities is often perceived to be higher due
to smaller class sizes, more personalized attention, and updated curricula that are
more aligned with international trends. However, some private institutions face
challenges in attracting and retaining highly qualified faculty members due to their
limited budgets.

4. Institutional Accreditation and Recognition

In Uzbekistan, private universities are required to undergo accreditation processes
to ensure that they meet certain academic standards. However, the accreditation
and regulatory processes for private institutions are often criticized for being less
transparent than those for public institutions, raising concerns about the validity
and recognition of their degrees in the global academic community.

Comparing Quality and Efficiency in Private and Public Higher Education
1.Educational Quality

Public Universities: While public institutions have the advantage of government
funding and lower costs, the quality of education is uneven. Some top-tier
universities provide excellent academic programs, while others struggle with
outdated infrastructure and limited resources.

Private Universities: Private universities are often more flexible in their approach
to teaching and can implement cutting-edge technologies and modern teaching
methods. However, they may lack the extensive resources and academic prestige
of public institutions.

2. Student Experience

Public Universities: Large class sizes and a traditional approach to education can
limit the personal experience students have at public institutions. However, these
universities often provide a broad range of academic and extracurricular
opportunities.
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Private Universities: Smaller class sizes, specialized programs, and more
individualized attention often lead to a more personalized and supportive academic
environment in private institutions.

3.Research and Development

Public Universities: Public institutions are more established in terms of research
capabilities and tend to collaborate more with international research organizations.
However, the quality and impact of research can be inconsistent due to limited
funding and resources.

Private Universities: Private universities in Uzbekistan often focus less on
research due to limited funding and emphasis on teaching. However, some private
universities are beginning to engage more with the global academic community.

4.Financial Efficiency

Public Universities: Public universities in Uzbekistan benefit from government
funding, making them cost-effective for students. However, inefficiencies in the
allocation of public funds can sometimes hinder the quality of education.

Private Universities: Private institutions rely on tuition fees, which can be
expensive. However, they are generally more efficient in terms of financial
management due to their need to remain competitive in a private market.

Challenges Facing Higher Education in Uzbekistan

Both private and public higher education systems face significant challenges:
Quality Assurance and Accreditation: Both private and public universities are
striving to improve quality assurance measures. The lack of a standardized national
framework for accreditation has led to disparities in the recognition of degrees and
qualifications.

Outdated Infrastructure: Many universities, especially public institutions, suffer

from outdated infrastructure, limited technological resources, and insufficient
access to modern educational tools.
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Faculty Development: There is a need for continuous faculty development
programs to ensure educators have the necessary skills and knowledge to deliver
high-quality education.

Access and Equity: Access to higher education remains a challenge, particularly
in rural areas, where students may not have the same opportunities to attend top
universities.

Internationalization: Both private and public institutions in Uzbekistan are
striving to internationalize their programs, but there are still challenges in building
strong partnerships with foreign institutions and ensuring that degrees are globally
recognized.

Future Prospects for Higher Education in Uzbekistan
The future of higher education in Uzbekistan looks promising, with ongoing
reforms aimed at improving both private and public institutions:

Government Reforms: The Uzbek government has introduced reforms to improve
the quality of public universities, with an emphasis on modernizing curricula,
improving faculty training, and expanding access to higher education in undeserved
regions.

Private Sector Growth: The private higher education sector is likely to continue
growing, with universities focusing on specialized fields and adopting more
flexible learning models.

Globalization and International Cooperation: There is a clear intent to integrate
Uzbek universities into the global academic community, with an emphasis on
partnerships, research collaborations, and increasing the number of international
students.

Conclusion

Higher education in Uzbekistan is at a crossroads, with both public and private
institutions playing key roles in shaping the future of the country’s education
system. While public universities provide affordable and accessible education to
the majority of students, private institutions offer more specialized programs and
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flexibility. However, both sectors face challenges related to quality, efficiency, and
resource allocation. With continued government investment, improvements in
faculty development, and an increased focus on internationalization, Uzbekistan
has the potential to build a higher education system that can meet the demands of
the 21st century.

References:

1. Coleman, James and Thomas Hoffer (1987) Public and Private High Schools:
The Impact of Communities, New York: Basic Books.

2. Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of the Republic of
Uzbekistan (MHSSERU), UZBEKISTAN, TASHKENT.

3. National Reports on Education by UNESCO and World Bank, 2018.

857 |Page



